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SUperyAcht report





     number of times 
throughout any given day, 
there’s a superyacht pulling 

into a dock somewhere in 
the world. Nothing terribly 
special about that. But the 

day that Captain Bill Zinser and his boss watched a 
particular superyacht do so in Antibes a few years ago 
changed their lives – and the future of American yacht 
construction. In 2002, the two men were standing on 
the bridge of the 62-metre Cakewalk, which had been 
delivered to their specifications two years prior. 
Carinthia VII, the then-new 93-metre beauty designed 
by Tim Heywood, entered their view and cruised right 
past Cakewalk, pulling into her slip at the yacht club. 

“What do you think about that?” the owner asked 
Zinser, referring to her design. “I really like it!” Zinser 
replied. Without missing a beat, the gentleman said: 
“Me, too!” The duo continued to discuss Carinthia VII’s 
lines, making mental notes on the elements they 
admired most.

They put those notes, along with ideas from the 
boss’s better half, to paper two years later, when they 
began preparing for Cakewalk’s successor. They hired 
Heywood to give the new Cakewalk, the fifth to bear 
that name, graceful curves. They hired Azure Naval 
Architects for the naval architecture and Dalton 
Designs for the interior, having worked with the 
principals of each firm on previous yachts. 

Since the 62-metre was built by Feadship, and the 
40.44-metre Cakewalk before that was built there as 
well, naturally the owner and Zinser approached the 
yard. Conversations went on with two other leading 
European builders, too, but as Zinser puts it, he and the 
owner thought, “Can’t we do it in the United States?” 
Being American, the owner was particularly keen on 
bolstering and promoting US yacht construction.

In considering US shipyards, the owner and Zinser 
reflected on who performed the refit of the 40.44-metre 

A

Previous pages: Cakewalk, 
seen cruising off the Florida 
coast, is the largest 
American-built yacht in 
terms of length and volume 
in seven decades. 
Far left: The top deck 
forward is ideal for intimate 
gatherings, at the bar and 
the choice of seating areas. 
Above: A close-up of one 
Tim Heywood’s signature 
curves. “I like big details,” 
the designer says.
Left and facing page: 
Sunning and soaking take 
place on the uppermost 
deck.
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“The sTRengTh of line of 
the exterior is something I’m 

really, really PleAsed with”



Top left: Removable 
umbrellas provide shade to 
the main aft deck when 
needed.
Above left: The same spot 
is the perfect spot for 
alfresco meals.  
Far left: Interior designer 
Liz Dalton gave careful 
thought to a variety of 
nautical décor touches.   
Left: Intricate overhead 
wood details add visual 
interest to the owner’s 
lounge.  
Facing page, above: 
Smaller than some, but 
perfectly suited to the 
owner’s needs, the master 
suite is a peaceful respite.  
Facing page, right: A vision 
in bookmatched stonework 
in her bathroom.   
Far right: The owner’s deck 
aft. Even support 
stanchions are clad in 
high-gloss wood.
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Cakewalk: Derecktor Shipyards’ Florida facility. When 
that occurred in 1995, it was one of the largest refits of 
the time, and “they did a good job”, Zinser recalls. While 
the Florida location couldn’t build something in the 
85-metre range – the vision for the new Cakewalk – its 
Bridgeport, Connecticut yard could. So, Zinser flew to 
Bridgeport and, after seeing high-speed car ferries and 
other commercial craft under construction alongside a 
superyacht catamaran, he said he knew it had the 
“commercial mentality,” as he put it, to tackle the 
project. Commercial mentality and the ability to 
complete the finer touches were both key: “You need 
big everything for a yacht this size,” he explains. “We 
knew that we would need a shipyard with extensive 
commercial ship-building experience, but also one that 
really knew what yacht finish was all about.”

The contract signing made history, as did the recent 
hand-over. Not since financier J. P. Morgan took delivery 
of the 343-foot Corsair IV in 1930 had American shores 
seen a private yacht of this magnitude constructed. To 
be sure, there were growing pains along the way, but the 
end result is a superyacht that by the accounts of the 
parties involved rivals European build quality. 

Due to the complexity of the project, plus the skills of 
its other craftsmen, Derecktor’s third location in 
Mamaroneck, New York aided Bridgeport. The 
superstructure, made of aluminium, was fashioned 
there, and towed by barge along Long Island Sound to 
Bridgeport to be paired with the steel hull. 

“Tim Heywood said we followed his design perfectly,” 
Kathy Kennedy, the yard’s marketing director, says, 
adding with a touch of gravity, “Tim Heywood curves 
are not easy.” Heywood himself agrees: “A lot of my 
details are bigger than other people do, I think, and this 
is because I like big details, I like solid-looking objects.” 

As much as he knew what Cakewalk was supposed to 
look like, he says it was remarkable to see her emerge 
from the shed. “The strength of line of the exterior is 
something I’m really, really pleased with,” he explains.

The lIfesTyle achievements 
are significant. The owner’s  
deck “has lots of JAZZ to it”



There’s figurative and literal strength inside, too. “If 
you pull down a ceiling panel and look at the wiring, or 
the plumbing, or the air lines, or everything, it’s all 
precisely done and beautifully done,” Heywood says. 
This even extends to the toy garage that he designed 
– “the Boathouse”, as the owner refers to it. Measuring 
14.3 metres by 12.2 metres, it had to be spacious 
enough to accommodate three custom tenders plus 
the other toys. 

The Boathouse and its opening hatches further had 
to meet Lloyd’s and SOLAS requirements. Two cranes 
slide out nearly three metres overhead to launch and 
retrieve the classic Riva Limited Edition Aquariva 100 
Cento (hull No. 9 of only 10 built); the Intrepid Custom 
350 Open; and the Vikal limo tender (designed by 
Heywood). Each sits in a custom cradle, accompanied 
by four Yamaha PWCs and two SeaBob underwater 
scooters. Electric/hydraulic side doors, designed by 
Freeman Marine and made by Derecktor, keep 
everything shut tight when the toys aren’t in use.

The technical achievements aboard Cakewalk also 
reflect the way the owner’s family likes to live. Zinser 
requested four gensets for more power because he felt 
there wasn’t enough on the previous yacht, plus he was 
“adamant” about having clean exhaust. Derecktor 
installed “the biggest soot sinker systems that 
Soundown ever made”, he says. “Cakewalk presented a 
big learning curve for the yard. But I was never worried 
about the metal structure construction.” In fact, 
whenever he and his team offered guidance on systems 
and other details, it was readily accepted. “Derecktor 
listened,” Zinser says. He explains that the team was 
never told no; rather, the reply was often, ‘We’ve done it 
this way before, but what do you have in mind?’

The lifestyle achievements, for the owner’s family 
and charter guests, are as significant as the technical 
achievements. All six guest staterooms are on the main 
deck, for example, and all the same size to skillfully 
avoid favouritism. But more significant is the inclusion 
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Above left: The main saloon 
is outfitted with a grand 
fireplace to give the 
welcoming look and feel of 
a library. 
Top and above: Guest 
staterooms, each 
distinguished by their 
linens and bed sizes, are all 
located on the main deck.  
Left: Each guest ensuite 
bathroom is classic in style. 
This page, far left: 
Eye-catching petrified wood 
pedestals and cocktail 
tables outside on the main 
deck.  
Facing page, top and 
middle: This grand 
staircase connecting 
Cakewalk’s decks is a 
hallmark design element, 
similar to one aboard the 
owner’s previous yacht. 
Facing page, far left: An 
antique map of the world 
overhead sparkles with 
pin-dot lighting.  
Facing page, left: Formal 
dining takes place indoors.

The MulTIPle saloons  
are proportionate; none  
loses InTIMACy



There’s a strength inside: 
“It’s PReCIsely done and 
beAuTIfully done”
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of multiple saloons throughout the yacht. Instead of 
featuring a massive main-deck saloon and equally 
massive sky lounge, there are three primary saloons, 
individually proportionate to ensure no other room 
loses intimacy. The husband and wife’s longtime 
interior design, Liz Dalton, tailored each saloon’s 
character to how they’d be used. 

Since the most casual areas on board are on the 
uppermost decks, the bridge-deck lounge has a 
pleasing informality. It’s ideal for playing cards or 
watching movies, and it’s enveloped in shutter-like 
wood blinds. The main-deck saloon, meanwhile, is 
styled like a library and features a fine fireplace. 
Between the two levels, the owner’s deck contains a 
saloon that Dalton feels “has a lot of jazz to it”. This 
includes an onyx-topped bar and wood moldings and 
details overhead meant to look like rope.

Another successful concept is the multi-level galley. 
The majority of the cooking appliances are contained in 
the substantial galley on the port side of the main deck, 
but the two levels above here feature pantries that rival 
the cooking spaces aboard some yachts. No mere 
prep/serve areas, they’re outfitted with abundant 
counterspace, appliances like microwaves, and plentiful 
cabinetry, where stews can work alongside each other. 
It makes perfect sense when you consider the multiple 
living spaces rising through Cakewalk’s decks. 

With steel sourced from Alabama, three different 
American woodworking suppliers, and mostly 
US-based systems manufacturers, Cakewalk is a 
testament to American yacht construction. Zinser 
sums it up this way: “I think we’ve exceeded the quality 
I’m accustomed to.” 

Heywood, who had previously only worked with 
non-American builders, agrees. “You know, we talk 
about engineering from different nationalities – in 
Europe, or anywhere else – but the quality of American 
engineering and specifically Derecktor is second to 
none,” he states. “It’s really very, very good.” SyW

Left: The stunning custom 
Vikal limousine tender, 
designed by Tim Heywood. 
Above: Being a voluminous 
yacht, and one built with a 
commercial mentality, 
Cakewalk has a two-level 
engineroom. 
Right: Because Cakewalk 
will charter, as was the case 
with her predecessors, the 
vast main-deck galley was 
arranged for the most 
efficient workflow. 
Far right: Cakewalk’s logo 
will be instantly 
recognisable to superyacht 
aficionados.



 

SPECIFICATIONS
Length overall 85.60m (281ft 0in)
Beam 14.30m (49ft 9in)
Draught 4.00m (13ft 1in)
Displacement 2,998 gross tonnes
Engines Twin 2,465kW (3,306hp) 16V4000 M71 
MTU
Berths Owner: 2. Guests: 12. Crew: 24.  
Additional staff/nannies: 2.
Fuel capacity 370,000 litres (97,000 US gal)
Fresh water capacity 32,000 litres (8,421 US gal)

Hull/superstructure Steel/aluminium
Exterior Tim Heywood Designs
Naval architecture Azure Naval Architects
Interior Dalton Designs
Classification Lloyd’s ✠100A1SSC yacht (P)  
mono G6

PERFORMANCE NOTES
Top speed 17 knots
Cruising speed 17 knots
Range @ 15 knots 5,000 nautical miles

EQUIPMENT
Tenders 9.95m (32ft 8in) Riva Aquariva 100 Cento; 
11.15m (36ft 7in) Vikal custom limousine; Intrepid 
Custom 350 Open; Zodiac RIBO 420
Watertoys: Four Yamaha WaveRunners; two 
SeaBobs

CONTACT
Builder: Derecktor Shipyards, Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, USA
Tel: +1 203 336 0108. Website: www.derecktor.com 

The sPeCs Cakewalk

SUNDECK: The spa 
pool’s position up here 
lends further privacy.

BRIDGE DECK: Card 
playing is a favourite 
pastime in the ‘Palm 
Beach room’.

OWNER’S DECK: A 
private saloon for the 
owner and his wife.

SUNDECK: Forward 
seating translates 
into terrific views.

BRIDGE DECK: The 
owner and his wife 

enjoy spending time in 
the wheelhouse.

OWNER’S DECK: The 
180˚ views make for a 
relaxing and engaging 

stateroom.

MAIN DECK: Their 
location means that the 
guest staterooms boast 

excellent views.

LOWER DECK: Technical 
areas plus officers’ and 
crew messes are all off 

a hallway.

SUperyAcht report

80



CAPRAILS: The high-gloss 
teak wood was fashioned by 

craftsmen at Derecktor’s 
New York yard.

PORT-SIDE PANTRIES: These 
are located on each level for 
convenience, especially while 
Cakewalk is on charter.

FOREDECK: With room for 
crew or guests, the space is 
accessed via stairs off the 
wheelhouse.

HULL COLOUR: Cakewalk’s 
bold blue hull lends classic 
appeal to an equally classic 
yacht.

 DISTINCTIVE CURVES:  
Tim Heywood’s dramatic 

design called for curves 
forward and aft.

TENDER GARAGE: The Vikal 
limo tender, a Riva and other 

toys all launch here, from 
both sides of the yacht. 

SUNDECK: The alfresco area 
forward features a bar, 
extensive seating and a table 
for informal dining.

BATHING PLATFORM: The 
curving stairs are your first 

hint at the grandness of the 
after area.  


